Promise of a Second Consulship to Ccesar    389
run, but many things might happen in thiee years A party in the Senate were bent on his recall They might succeed in persuading the people to consent to it And CsBsar felt, as Pompey had felt before him, that, in the unscrupulous humoi of his enemies at Rome, he might be impeached or killed on his leturn, as Clodius had been, if he came back a private citizen unprotected by office to sue for his election Therefore he had stipulated at Lucca that his name might be taken and that votes might be given for him while he was still with his army On Pompey's taking the power into his hands, Csssar, while abandoning any present claim to share it, reminded him of this understanding, and required at the same time that it should be renewed m some authontative form Tho Senate, glad to escape on any teims from the present conjunction of the men -whom they hoped to divide, appeared to consent Cicero himself made a jouiney to Ravenna to see Caesar about it and make a positive arrangement with him Pompey submitted the condition to the assembly of the people, by whom it was solemnly ratified Every precaution was observed which would give the promise that Csesai might be elected consul in his absence the character of a binding engagement1
It was observed with some surpiise that Pompey, not long after, proposed and carried a law foibidding elections of this irregular kind, and insisting freshly
1 Suetonius, De Vttd Julu Ccssarts Cicero again and again acknowledges m his letters to Atticus that the engagement hod really been mode Writing to Atticus (vn 1), Cicero says "Non est locas ad tergiversan-dum Contra Cffisarem ? Ubl illte aunt densra dexterse? Nam ut illi hoc bceret adjnvi rogatus ab ipso Ravennce do Cceho tribune plebis Ab ipso antem? Etiara a Cntoo nostro in illo divino tertio consulatu Aliter Bensero ? "